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A Comprehensive Guide to
Home Inspections for

Purchasing a home is a significant financial
investment that requires careful consideration
and informed decision-making. A home
inspection is a crucial step in the homebuying
process that offers valuable insights into a
property’s condition.

A home inspection is a thorough visual examination of a property
conducted by a qualified and experienced professional known as
a home inspector. It goes beyond the surface beauty and exposes
potential problems that a simple walkthrough might miss. The
inspector evaluates the home’s major systems, components, and
structural elements to identify any potential issues, defects, or
areas of concern.
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Appraisals and inspections are not the same thing. A home
appraisal is conducted to determine the value of a property for
lending purposes. It focuses on factors such as the property’s
location, size, condition, and recent sales data.

A home inspection, on the other hand, evaluates the physical
condition of the property, finding issues that may affect its safety,
functionality, and livability. Both appraisals and inspections are
important for a comprehensive understanding of a home'’s value
and condition.

While a house may look picture-perfect on the surface, a home
inspection can reveal a different story. This crucial step in the
homebuying process offers a wealth of advantages, empowering
you to make informed decisions and safeguard your investment
for years to come.

While the upfront cost of a home inspection might seem like
an extra expense, it's a wise investment that can save you a
significant amount of money in the long run. Here’s why:

Avoid Costly Surprises: Imagine discovering a major roof leak
or a failing septic system after you've moved in. An inspection
identifies these issues beforehand, allowing you to budget for
repairs before they become emergencies.

Prioritize Repairs: The inspection report helps you prioritize
repairs based on severity and urgency. You can address critical
issues first and plan for less urgent fixes over time.

Bargaining Power: The inspection report becomes a
bargaining chip during negotiations. You can use it to get the
seller to fix major issues or lower the price to cover necessary
repairs.
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Sure, that chipped paint might be an easy fix. But a home
inspection can unearth more concerning problems lurking
beneath the surface. Inspections uncover potential problems that
may not be apparent during a casual walkthrough. These issues
could range from minor cosmetic defects to major structural
concerns.

Structural Elements:
The Backbone of Your Home

The inspector will meticulously examine the foundation for cracks,
signs of settlement (unevenness), or water damage. Look out for
major cracks (wider than % inch) or significant settling, as these
can indicate potential structural problems.

Roof: Your roof protects you from the elements. The inspector
will check for missing or damaged shingles, loose flashing (the
material that seals joints around chimneys or vents), and proper
drainage to avoid water pooling.

Exterior Walls: The inspector will examine the exterior walls
for cracks, bulges, or signs of water infiltration. Water damage
can lead to structural issues, mold growth, and other problems.

Windows and Doors: These are not just cosmetic features;
they play a crucial role in ventilation and security. The inspector
will ensure windows and doors operate properly, check for
drafts or leaks (indicating poor sealing), and look for signs of
damage to frames or glazing.

Mechanical Systems:
The Heartbeat of Your Home

Heating and Cooling Systems: These systems keep

you comfortable year-round. The inspector will assess the
functionality, efficiency, and safety of your heating and cooling
equipment. They might check the age and condition of the
furnace and air conditioner, look for proper ventilation, and test
for carbon monoxide leaks (especially important for gas-
powered systems).

Plumbing: Functional plumbing is essential for everyday living.
The inspector will examine pipes, fixtures, and drains for leaks,
corrosion (rust or deterioration), or blockages. They might also
check the water pressure and look for signs of outdated or
faulty plumbing components.

Electrical Systems: Faulty wiring poses a serious safety hazard.
The inspector will check for outdated components like knob-
and-tube wiring, look for overloaded circuits (which can cause
fires), ensure proper grounding, and verify the presence of
Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCls) in bathrooms and
kitchens (these safety devices cut off power in case of a

ground fault).

Appliances: Major appliances like ovens, rangehoods, and
dishwashers are significant investments. While not all
appliances are covered, the inspector will check for proper
operation of some appliances, look for any visible signs of
damage, and verify the presence of safety features.

Safety Features:
Safeguarding Your Home and Family

Smoke Detectors: Smoke detectors are crucial early warning
systems in case of a fire. The inspector will verify that smoke
detectors are properly installed throughout the house
(including all sleeping areas) and ensure they are functioning
with fresh batteries.

Carbon Monoxide Detectors: Carbon monoxide is a
colorless, odorless gas that can be deadly. The inspector will
check for the presence of carbon monoxide detectors,
especially near potential sources like gas furnaces or fireplaces,
and ensure they are functioning properly.

Fire Extinguishers: Having a readily available fire extinguisher
can be lifesaving in case of a fire. The inspector will check if fire
extinguishers are present in the house (especially the kitchen
and garage) to see if they are properly charged and functional.

Finishes: The Look of Your Home

Interior and Exterior Paint: While peeling paint might seem
like a cosmetic concern, it can sometimes indicate underlying
moisture problems. The inspector will look for signs of peeling,
chipping, or moisture damage on both the interior and
exterior paint.

Flooring: The inspector will inspect flooring for signs of wear,
damage (like cracked tiles or warped wood), or unevenness.
Uneven floors can indicate foundation issues or settling.

Walls and Ceilings: The inspector will check for cracks, water
stains, or signs of structural issues on walls and ceilings. Visible
cracks can sometimes indicate foundation problems or settling,
while water stains might suggest leaks or moisture issues.

There are also a few elements that require a specialized inspector,
like fireplace chimneys and septic systems. If the house you're
eyeing has these features, you'll want to hire an additional
inspector to make sure these options are working correctly.
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By understanding the key areas covered in a home inspection
checklist, you can be a more informed participant during the
inspection process. Don't hesitate to ask the inspector questions
about their findings and gain valuable insights that will empower
you to make confident decisions about your potential new home.

The detailed report generated after a home inspection provides
homebuyers with clues about whether to go ahead with the
purchase, negotiate repairs with the seller, or request a price
adjustment. It empowers you to make well-informed decisions
about your biggest investment.

Move Forward with Confidence: If the inspection reveals a
structurally sound and well-maintained home, you can proceed
with peace of mind, knowing you're buying a solid investment.

Negotiate Repairs or Price: Did the inspection unearth some
unexpected repairs? The report gives you leverage to negotiate
with the seller to fix the issues before closing or request a price
reduction to cover the cost of repairs.

Walk Away with Peace of Mind: Sometimes, the inspection
reveals problems that are too significant for your budget or
comfort level. Having this knowledge upfront allows you to
walk away from the purchase with peace of mind, knowing you
haven’t made a hasty decision.

An investment in a home inspection is a wise move
toward safeguarding your financial future and avoiding
costly surprises down the road. Remember, when it
comes to such a significant investment, a little upfront
planning can save you a lot in the long run.
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Meet Our Mortgage Team!
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Vice President & Business Banker
& Mortgage Loan Officer
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Decisions made locally
Line of credit or fixed rate payment available
Monthly payments to suit your needs

Consult tax advisor regarding
the deductibility of interest

Loyal to you, your family,
and your future.

. springsvalley

BANK & TRUST COMPANY
svbt.bank | 800.843.4947 | Since 1902 (£ Yin ] FDIC m@gﬂ"

Loans and Assistance programs for qualified applicants only. View Consumer or Mortgage loan rates online. For all other current rates, call one of our Loan Officers. Consult your tax advisor
regarding tax deductibility. Certain closing costs may apply. Lender is not affiliated with government agencies. Loans are subject to credit review and approval. Property insurance is required.

Bank NMLS # 412076




